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Dear Friends of Women United in Philanthropy,

I have been giving a lot of thought lately to how 
challenging it can be to achieve and maintain 

success as a woman in contemporary society, given 
the high and sometimes unrealistic expectations 
that we put upon ourselves. In our families, many 
of us serve as leaders, caretakers and champions for 
our children, our spouses and often our parents. 
The weight of these responsibilities frequently feels 
overwhelming under the best of circumstances!

As I reflect upon how fortunate I have been to have 
access to valuable resources throughout my life, 
I also think about the women and children that 
we seek to serve through the Women United in 
Philanthropy Human Services Grant Program.  I 
look at those who lack the education that can lead 
them into better employment, who may not have 
emotional or financial support from their extended 
families, or those who are dealing with food scarcity, 
poor housing or access to basic healthcare. Life can 
be challenging enough, without all of these barriers.

Therefore, I am proudly leading this year’s charge 
to create positive outcomes for women and children 
in our community. The members of Women United 

in Philanthropy are part of an extraordinary 
group of women - and a few good men - who pool 
our membership donations together to create 
remarkable impacts for local non-profits that serve 
women and children. In this past grant cycle, we 
surpassed a phenomenal milestone: Women United 
in Philanthropy has distributed more than $500,000 
in grant funding. 

I invite you to join us this year to learn about the 
great work being done in our area and in giving back 
to those who are most in need. Renew your support 
and invite a friend to join us too! This year we would 
like to have at least  210 amazing women on our 
membership rolls and every membership gift – at 
the level that works best for each individual – will 
be pooled together to accomplish amazing things 
and make a profound difference in the lives of some 
very deserving women and children, individually 
and collectively.

Warm Regards,

Jennifer Lehman, Chair
Women United in Philanthropy Steering Committee

Our Mission - Engage with like-minded women, learn about community needs and philanthropy, 
and leverage collective giving to support human services for local women and children.

SAVE THE DATE

2019 Human Services
Grant Finalists Presentation

May 21
Paramount Balcony Lounge

5:30 pm

RENEW OR JOIN NOW!

Renew or join by January 31
to invest in, nominate and vote on

our 2019 Grant Awards
Membership Form enclosed or

go to www.WomenUnitedCville.org



Women United in Philanthropy announced the 2018 Human Services Grant Award recipients at the annual 
luncheon held at the Boar’s Head Inn Pavilion, on September 11. Over two hundred and forty members and 
guests attended. Guest Speaker, Risa Goluboff, Dean, University of Virginia School of Law, shared her vision 
for how the combination of empathy, experience and empowerment can spark positive change in communities.   

Building Goodness Foundation and International Neighbors each received a $30,000 grant award. Both 
organizations help women and children in our community. A few of the activities funded by these grants include 
providing dental care and driving lessons to refugee women and building a local playground for a budding Head 
Start program. 

2018 HUMAN SERVICES GRANT AWARD RECIPIENTS 
ANNOUNCED AT ANNUAL LUNCHEON

www.WomenUnitedCville.org

2018     $30,000 Building Goodness Foundation
2018 $30,000 International Neighbors
2017 $25,000 African American Teaching Fellows
2017 $25,000 The Women’s Initiative
2017 $10,000 Georgia’s Healing House
2016 $20,000 Piedmont Housing Alliance
2016 $20,000 AHIP-Albemarle Housing Improvement Program
2015 $25,000 Charlottesville Works Initiative
2015 $25,000 Foothills Child Advocacy Center
2015 $10,000 City of Promise
2014 $22,500 ReadyKids (formerly CYFS)
2014 $22,500 Big Brothers, Big Sisters
2013 $20,000 Blue Ridge Area Food Bank
2013 $20,000 Jefferson Area CHIP
2012 $30,000 Boys & Girls Clubs
2011  $20,000  International Rescue Committee
2011  $20,000 Piedmont CASA
2010 $40,000 The Women’s Initiative
2009 $33,000 Community Children’s Dental Center
2008 $36,000 Smart Beginnings
2007 $19,000 International Rescue Committee
2007 $14 ,825 Children, Youth & Family Services
2006 $15,000 Jefferson Area CHIP

HUMAN SERVICES GRANT AWARDS
 

Women United in Philanthropy has awarded
23 grants totalling $532,825 to local non-profits

serving women and children.

We are a volunteer-led organization 
and your talents and service on a 

committee can help Women United 
make great things happen.

Communications
Membership

Program & Events
Grants*

*To serve on the Grants Committee, 
you must attend these meetings:
February 15, 11:30am to 1:30pm

March 19, 11am to 1:30pm
April 23, 9:30am to 11:30am

Don’t have time to serve on a 
committee, but want to help on 

short-term tasks when available? 
Join our call list.

To join a committee

or add your name to the call list,

email us at:

WomenUnited@UnitedWayTJA.org

GET INVOLVED!

(L to R) Kari Miller, Executive Director of International 
Neighbors; Laura Kasavuka, International Neighbor; 
Jennifer Lehman, Women United in Philanthropy 
Steering Committee Chair; Courtney Polk, Building 
Goodness Foundation Grants Manager; Katherine 
Garstang, Building Goodness Foundation Administrative 
Director; Emily Martin, Building Goodness Foundation 
Annual Fund Manager

Risa Goluboff, Dean, UVA School of Law 
and Guest Speaker at 2018 Luncheon



In 2018, Women United in Philanthropy exceeded the 
$500, 000 mark for grants awarded. Through the power 
of collective giving, each member has helped surpass 
this historic benchmark and strengthen our community. 
Join or renew today to magnify our impact in 2019!

At the 2018 Annual Luncheon, Margery Daniel challenged us to consider the meaning
of philanthropy.  Is it being generous or is it making donations? 

She noted, the ancient Greeks fundamentally describe philanthropy as “love of mankind.”

Daniel added, “In addition to deeds, philanthropy is a way of thinking, including
having knowledge and respect for others, including individuals of all backgrounds, 
religions, races, education, and cultures.”

In summary, she stated “That as women in this community, we of Women United in Philanthropy have a goal 
to reach out collectively and provide the link connecting individual need with individual opportunity.
We are a link to our entire community and our community needs us now.”

2018

Margery Daniel
Founding Member

WHY COLLECTIVE GIVING?
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February 27 - 
Opioid Abuse in our Community: 
Challenges and Opportunities as 
Seen by Local Experts

May 9 - 
Human Services Grant 
Finalists Presentation

October 24 -
2018 Open House featuring
2017 Grant Finalists Update

September 19 - 
United Way
Day of Caring 

September 11 - 
Annual Grant 
Award Luncheon

August 16 - 
Summer Social
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The Women United Membership 
Open House on October 24, 
offered the chance for members, 
guests and grant recipients to mix 
and mingle, while celebrating the 
impact of collective giving. Most 
importantly, however, was the 
chance to hear from last year’s 
three Human Services Grant 
Award recipients. 

Dr. Tamara Dias, Executive 
Director of African American 
Teachings Fellows, shared how 
their organization’s $30,000 award 
created training opportunities and 
support for placing and retaining 
African American teachers in 
Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County Schools. Elizabeth 
Irvin, Executive Director of The 
Women’s Initiative, shared how 
the $30,000 award helped her 

organization add two additional 
staff members to serve the spike 
in those seeking trauma services 
mostly in response to the events of 
August 11 and 12, 2017. Heather 
Kellams, Director of Community 
Relations and Fundraising, 
Georgia’s Healing House along 
with Neal Goodloe, a board 
member, shared that their $10,000 
award was spent on supporting 
the services needed to change the 
lives of women struggling with 
addiction.
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WUP members may nominate 
a non-profit serving woman or 
children in our community for 
a 2019 Human Services Grant 
Award. Email WomenUnited@

UnitedWayTJA.org.

2018 OPEN HOUSE AND 2017 GRANT RECIPIENTS UPDATE

(L to R) Heather Kellams and 
Neal Goodle, Georgia’s Healing 
House; Kimberlee Barrett-John-
son, Grants Chair; Elizabeth Irvin, 
The Women’s Initiative; and, Dr. 
Tamara Dias, African American 

Teaching Fellows

Deadline January 31

Grant Nominations are 
NOW Open!

Thank you to our 2018 Underwriters


